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Abstract  

The aim of this research is to investigate eighth graders’ mistakes and misconceptions of the "Slope" concept that take place 

in the mathematics curriculum and to make recommendations for solution. According to this purpose, the sample of the 

research consisted of 165 eighth graders from 4 different public schools located in Palandöken district of Erzurum province. 

The students of the sample were those, who were ready at the school on the day at which the research was carried out. To 

determine the mistakes and misconceptions of the students on the slope, a “Slope Test” consisting of 7 multiple choice 

questions and 8 open-ended questions, was created in accordance with the gains. Expert opinions were applied during 

developing the Slope test, and validity and reliance studies were carried out through a pilot study. In the research, the "Slope 

Test" was applied to the students and this test was used as the data collection tool. The descriptive scanning method was 

employed in the research and as the interview was held with some of the students if necessary, the mixed method was the 

method of the study. The obtained data were analyzed with the descriptive analysis and content analysis techniques. The 

mistakes and misconceptions of the students were examined according to the results of the study and some recommendations 

were made considering the results. 

Keywords: Slope, misconception, eighth grade students, mathematics education. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

It is known that the concept of slope, which is expressed in various ways in our daily life such as a 

ramp, incline, gradient, enters the life of students from the pre-school period (Crawford & Scott, 

2000). These cognitive situations, emerging with experiences, are still informal level and become 

formal first at the eighth-grade level of secondary school (Hoffman, 2015). 

The teaching of the conceptual and operational integrity of these slope images (Styers, Nagle, & 

Moore-Russo, 2020). Acquired by students from daily life during the school term is significant for the 

students to fully learn the high-level concepts which are related to the slope they will encounter in the 

following years. However, as the teaching of the slope concept in schools remains at an operational 

level (Crawford & Scott, 2000), it is emphasized in the literature that there are difficulties in learning 

the concept of derivatives during which it is primarily necessary to know the slope (Barr, 1981; 

Clement, 1985; Cheng, 2010) and how to use the slope in solving problems in the following years 

(Zandieh, 2000) 
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According to Barr (1981), the difficulties encountered related to the slope are listed below.  

• The slope to y= 3x+2 equation is 3, but is 3 a ratio? 

• Is the slope of the line, whose two points are known, the division of the difference of "x" to the 

difference of "y" or vice versa? 

• Is the slope m or c in the equation y= mx + c? 

• Inability to find the slope with two known points. 

• Inability to find the slope when given a function that is the equation of two points and a curve. 

One of the most significant reasons of why the concept of the slope cannot be taught at the desired 

level is due to the inability to comprehend the slope as the rate of change (Barr, 1981). 

Crawford and Scott (2000) suggest that students should learn by experiencing the relationship 

between slope and rate of change by tabulating the problems involving real-life situations, graphing 

the obtained pairs in order to comprehend slope as the rate of changes. 

Students, who learn the slope at the operational level, often focus only on the elevation and do not pay 

attention to the horizontal length (Clement, 1985; Duncan & Chick, 2013). In one example that 

supports these results, the students, who answered the question ‘among the saplings, whose length are 

different at the time they are planted and assumed to grown linearly, after which month does the short 

one pass the taller sapling?’ as ‘how the short one will pass the long saddling?’ only considered the 

growth amount during reading the elongation versus time graph; they said that the shorter sapling 

could never catch and pass the tall one as they did not determine the elongation rate by using the ratio 

of the change in height to the elapsed time. This example shows that students need to make sense of 

this concept both operationally and conceptually to use the slope in problem-solving. 

According to Stump (1999), students interpreted the slope under 7 headings as age, level of education, 

etc. These are: 

• Geometric ratio: The slope is the ratio of the vertical length to the horizontal length. 

• Algebraic ratio: It is the ratio of the change in the vertical components of any two points on the 

line to the change in the horizontal components. 

• Physical feature: The slope is the expressions of the ramp, incline, and gradient. 

• Functional feature: It is the ratio of changes in two variables. 

• Parametric coefficient: The slope of the line given equation in the form of y= ax+b is "a", which 

is the coefficient of variable x. 

• Trigonometrically: It is the tangent of the positive directional angle of the line with the 

horizontal. 

• Calculus (Analysis course) concept: Because of its relevance to derivatives, the slope is also a 

concept of calculus. 

The individual's ability to fully explain perpendicularity measurement and his/her perception of the 

slope concept as a ratio is directly related to her/his success in linear algebra (Duncan & Chick, 2013). 

The prerequisite for the concept of derivative to be abstracted in the following years (Zandieh, 2000) 

eighth-grade students’ making sense of it at the conceptual level as well as the operative level during 

teaching the concept of slope and emphasizing the direction that slope is the rate of changes (Barr, 

1981). In this context, students must learn the slope at the conceptual level so that they can solve 

mathematical problems including the slope and learn more about advanced mathematics, such as 

derivatives. For this, it is of great significance for students to start their high school education without 

any misconceptions about the slope.  
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Individuals can make mistakes in a variety of problem situations. What is important is where this 

mistake originates. If the individual is not aware of his/her mistake and insists on her/ his mistake, it is 

considered as the misconception (Yenilmez & Yaşa, 2008). 

One of the reasons for the misconceptions is the previous life of the individual regarding the concept. 

Difficulties in transferring the informal knowledge to a formal level can create misconception 

(Invincible & Age, 2008). In addition, activities implemented in the school environment can produce 

misconceptions. In this regard, teachers need to design the learning environment in such a way that it 

does not produce the misconceptions. This may be possible by knowing and predicting the 

misconceptions that may occur among students on the subject (Özbellek, 2003). Therefore, it is useful 

to know the misconceptions that occur among students. In this context, in this study, the mistakes and 

misconceptions of students about the slope were tried to be revealed. The trigonometric aspect of the 

slope has not been explained with the primary mathematics course curriculum, which has been 

implemented since 2013 (MoNE, 2017). In addition, as the relationship of the slope with the 

derivative is included in the curriculum during high school years, 5 meanings and real-life situations 

from the 7 slope perception classification by Stump are taught to the students during the eighth class 

of the secondary school. Stump (1999)'s study will be taken as the basis of this study. In addition, 

students’ mistakes and misconceptions about the gains in the eighth-grade mathematics curriculum 

will be investigated. 

The aim of this research is to investigate the mistakes and misconceptions about the slope of eighth 

graders in a mathematics course and to make suggestions related to the issue. 

Stump's (1999) study related to how students interpret slope according to age, level of learning, etc. 

and the study conducted by Barr (1981) on the difficulties encountered related to the slope.  

The research problem of this study is "What are the mistakes and misconceptions of the eighth graders 

related to the slope according to Stump's slope perception classification?" 

The sub-problems of the research are listed below. 

1. Do the students make mistakes related to the slope? Do they have misconceptions? 

2. What are the mistakes and misconceptions according to Stump's Slope perception classification? 

 

METHODS 

Research Design 

The model of the research is the mixed method as the data were obtained through the descriptive 

scanning method and interviews were made with some students when necessary. Creswell and Clark 

(2007) describe the mixed method research as the research method that enables data collection, 

analysis, and integration with the qualitative and quantitative methods. According to the mixed 

method, each case and phenomenon has both qualitative and quantitative dimensions. If it is necessary 

to be understood as the real, qualitative, and rich framework, both qualitative and quantitative 

dimensions of it should be examined. As the mistakes and misconception of the students were 

investigated in this study, it would be significant to examine the incorrect answers of the students in 

order to determine whether the incorrect answers to the questions were a mistake or a misconception 

and to understand whether the students insisted on their mistakes. Therefore, the mixed method in 

which quantitative and qualitative methods are applied together was used in this study. It is stated that 

mixed-method research has five important functions. These functions are listed as variation, 

completion, development, startup, and expansion. These functions are basically based on the 

following: "Data obtained from qualitative (or quantitative) methods are used to confirm or improve 

data obtained by other methods. It is an important goal to investigate the same dimensions of a 

research problem together with both methods and to ensure data diversity and confirmation in this 

way (Greene et al., 1989). In this study among the mixed-method research patterns, the triangulation 

pattern was used. The purpose of the triangulation pattern is to use qualitative and quantitative data 

together, to diversify, compare, intensify the data obtained, and to obtain data directly related to 
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different but research questions (Morse, 1991). Qualitative and quantitative data can be used for 

various purposes when using triangulation patterns (Yıldırım & Şimşek, 2016). In this study, 

qualitative data was used for the analysis of quantitative data. In this context, in cases at which the 

students' answers to questions or explanations are not understood, the minutes of the semi-structured 

interview with them are arranged and they are asked to provide more detailed information about their 

solutions or explanations. 

Participants 

The universe of the research consisted of eighth-grade students who had already learned the slope 

subject. In this context, the sample of the research consisted of the students, who were at the eighth 

grade of 4 different state schools with moderate achievement level in the central Palandöken district 

of Erzurum province in the 2016-2017 academic year. In determining the sample of the research, no 

selection process was performed, among all the students, the study was carried out with 165 students 

who came to the school on the day of the slope test was applied. 

Data Collection Tools 

The data of the study were obtained with the "Slope Test" applied to all 165 students consisting of the 

sample and the "Interview Reports" applied to the students deemed necessary. Below is information 

about the "slope test" and "interview reports". 

Slope Test 

The literature was reviewed during preparing the slope test and questions were developed considering 

the students' understanding of the slope as well as the difficulties related to the slope. In this context, 

the slope test prepared in accordance with the two-stage diagnostic tests is a multiple-choice including 

4 options that will reveal the students’ misconceptions that can be revealed in the first 7 questions, 

and the other 8 questions are open-ended questions that require solutions and explanations. Open-

ended questions in the second section of the test, there are questions that control multiple choice 

questions in the first section. These questions were not asked one after another but were distributed 

into the test a mixed way. For example, question 1 and question 12 are chosen to assess the same gain. 

The researcher's 14 years of teaching experience was beneficial in preparing the options. The relevant 

questions, the skills measured by the questions, and what meaning of slope these questions are related 

to according to Stump (1999) are presented in Table 1. 

Table 1. Relevant questions, the knowledge/skills measured by the questions and meanings. 

Relevant Questions  Measured Knowledge/Skill Skill 

1st and 12th Questions Telling the slope is the ratio of the vertical length to 

horizontal length. 

Geometric meaning 

2nd and 13th Questions Telling that the perpendicular angle of the line with the 

horizontal is the slope angle of that line  

Trigonometric meaning 

3rd and 10th Questions Finding the slope in real life situations Real life 

4th and 9th questions Finding the slope of the line whose equation is given Parametric coefficient 

5th and 14th Questions Finding the equation of the line whose slope and on point 

has already known 

Algebraic ratio and 

parametric coefficient 

7th and 8th Questions Finding the slope of the lines parallel to the axis Finding 

the slope of the line with known two points 

Geometric ratio and 

algebraic ratio 

6th and 11th Questions Finding the slope of a line whose graph has already given Geometric ratio 

15th Question 

 

Finding the slope in real life situations Physical meaning and real 

life status 

The 7th and 8th questions, presented in the table above having correlation, questioning the meaning of 

the slope’s geometric ratio and algebraic ratio, are presented in Figure 1. 
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Figure 1. 7th and 8th questions relevant to each other. 

Both questions given in Figure 1 question the geometric ratio and algebraic ratio meanings of the 

slope. In addition, question 8 with an explanation controls question 7 which is in multiple-choice type. 

After the slope test was prepared, a pilot study was held with 25 eighth graders who were studying at 

a state school and necessary adjustments were given to the question roots misunderstood by the 

students. Final form was given to the test after the opinions of other mathematics teachers at the 

school and a field expert. 

Interview reports 

In a quiet classroom environment, students were reminded of some of the questions they answered 

and their answers to these questions, an opportunity was given them to re-examine their papers, and 

asked to state some more information about their explanation. The students' answers to multiple 

choice questions and their answers to questions requiring clarified questions were compared and the 

students to be interviewed were determined as a result of this comparison. For example, if a student 

has answered the multiple-choice question correctly and answered the question correctly, if he or she 

has made an incorrect statement, this student was selected to be interviewed. They are also reminded 

that their answers to the test will not affect their grades in any way.  

Data Collection Process 

The 165 eighth graders, to whom the subject of slope was previously taught, were applied with the 

“Slope Test” in the classroom environment, in mathematics course and under the supervision of their 

mathematics teacher. The test lasted in 40 minutes. Semi-structured 5-10-minute interviews were held 

with students who did not fully understand the answer to the question requiring explanation. In these 

interviews, by asking "You answered that question, and you explained the solution, can you give more 

explanation what you mean here"? to understand what they actually mean. Interviews were reported in 

documents. 

Data Analysis  

In the analysis of the data, we looked at whether the students answered the multiple-choice questions 

correctly, which is the first part of the slope test, organized in the form of a two-stage diagnostic test. 

Each question in the first part of the test and the relevant question in the second phase were evaluated 

together. For example, we gave attention whether the students, who answered question 1 incorrectly, 

answered the relevant question, question 12, incorrectly, or not. In this process of the data analysis, 

students' answers to questions were analyzed with the content analysis. Yıldırım and Şimşek (2016) 

defined the main purpose of content analysis as "identifying data and uncovering facts that may be 

hidden within the data". Within the framework of content analysis, data are analyzed in four stages: 

the 1st is the determination of codes, the 2nd is creation of categories, the 3rd is the regulation of codes 

and categories, and the 4th is identification and interpretation of findings (Yıldırım & Şimşek, 2016).  

Analysis of questions in the first stage was performed as; if the answer is correct, the code is "True", 

and if the code is incorrect or not answered, the code is "Empty".  

The analysis of the answers to the questions in the second phase of the test and the data gathered from 

the explanations were performed  as; if the answer and explanation is correct, the code is "True", if the 

answer and the description is incorrect, the code is "Incorrect", if the answer is incorrect- if there is no 

explanation, if the answer is "Incorrect", if the answer is true and there is no explanation, the code is 
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"Partially Incorrect", if the answer is incorrect-explanation is correct, the code is "Partially Incorrect" 

and if there is no answer, the analysis is performed according to the code of "Empty". 

The items in the first stage of the test were multiple choice and the following roadmap was used to 

determine whether students had a misconception by considering the codes obtained and that 

answering the questions at this stage incorrectly or correctly would not be enough to make judgments 

such as "there is/is not misconception" alone (as the answer can be correct by random marking or 

incorrect as a result of a minor operation error). Accordingly, during the analysis of the data, the 

situations as, 

• Giving “incorrect” answer to the relevant questions in both parts of the test. 

•Leaving the question in the first part of the test “empty” and answering the relevant question in 

the second part "incorrectly", were taken as a sign of misconceptions, and these situations were 

presented with the category "there is a misconception". 

The situations, 

• Giving “correct” answer to the questions in both parts of the test, 

• Leaving the question in the first part of the test “empty” and answering the relevant question in 

the second part "correctly", were presented with the category "answering correctly". 

The situations as, 

• Giving "correct", "incorrect" and “empty” answer the question in the first part of the test and 

answering the relevant question in the second part "partially incorrect", were presented in the category 

"making mistakes". 

The situations as 

• Answering the question "incorrect" in the first part of the test and answering the relevant 

question in the second part "correctly", 

• Answering the question in the first stage of the test "correct", and answering the relevant 

question in the second stage "incorrect", were regarded as a sign that these students should be 

interviewed and categorized as "answering correctly", "has a misconception", "making mistakes" and 

"no results" as a result of the interview. 

The 15th question in the test consists of two parts in itself. In both parts, the reflection of the slope 

in real-life situations was analyzed and categorized as following. 

• Considering the direction of the lines, calculating the slope and the status of emphasizing this 

answer in the statement were presented with the category of "having misconception", 

• The region with a large slope due to its vertical/horizontal ratio is zone 2; the ball will be forced 

is also the 4th zone because the ramp is up situations were presented with the category "answering 

correctly",  

• The sentences of "The slope of the 2nd region is the largest. As the slope is the largest, it is 

forced in zone 4" or the description status with close understanding with these sentences were 

presented in the category of "making mistakes". 

 

RESULTS 

In this section, the findings obtained with the analysis of the answers of the students to the relevant 

questions are presented. 

Findings Related to the First Sub-Problem 

In this section, the findings related to the sub-problem "Do the students make mistakes about slope? 

Are there any misconceptions about the concept?" are presented. 
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Among the students' answers to the related questions, the mistakes, and misconceptions about slope in 

terms of frequency and percentage according to Stump’s seven classification, are presented in Table 2 

below. 

As it is understood from the data in Table 2, there are several students who make mistakes for all 

meanings of the slope and have a misconception. For example, 19 students made mistakes in the 

questions, in which they explain the slope as the “geometric meaning” and totally 20 students had 

misconceptions.  

Table 2. The mistake and misconception frequency and percentage values related to slope of the from 

students' answers to the relevant questions and 15th question.  

Relevant 

Questions 

Meaning Code Obtained in The First Stage Code 

Obtained in 

Part Two 

Category 

Correctly Incorrect Empty 

f % f % f % 

1 and 12 Geometric 

meaning 

15 9.10 4 2,4 0 0 Partially 

incorrect 

Making mistake. 

10 6.06 10 6,06 0 0 İncorrect  Having 

misconception 

2 and 13 Trigonometric 

meaning 

19 11.50 16 9.70 0 0 Partially 

incorrect 

Making mistake. 

12 7.30 27 16.40 0 0 Incorrect  Having 

misconception 

3 and 10 Real life status 3 1.80 6 3.60   Partially 

incorrect 

Making mistake. 

13 7.90 22 13.30   Incorrect  Having 

misconception 

4 and 9 Parametric 

coefficient 

1 .60 3 1.80   Partially 

incorrect 

Making mistake. 

17 10.30 12 7.30   Incorrect  Having 

misconception 

5 and 14 Algebraic ratio 

and parametric 

coefficient 

4 2.40 1 .60   Partially 

incorrect 

Making mistake. 

10 6.70 13 7.90   Incorrect  Having 

misconception 

7 and 8 Geometric ratio 

and algebraic ratio 

13 7.90 11 6.70 1 .60 Partially 

incorrect 

Making mistake. 

27 16.40 35 21.20 3 1.80 Incorrect  Having 

misconception 

6 and 11 Geometric ratio 6 3.00 3 1.80   Partially 

incorrect 

Making mistake. 

40 24.20 34 20.60   Incorrect  Having 

misconception 

 

 

Question 15 

 

 

Physical meaning and real-life status 

f %  

31 18.80 Making mistake 

30 18.20 Having 

misconception 

89 54 Answering 

correctly. 

13 7.90 No solution 

 

As it can be seen from Table 2, 31 students made mistakes for the "Physical meaning and real life" 

status of the slope from the data obtained from the answers to question 15 and 30 students have 

misconceptions. 

Mistakes and misconceptions related to the slope from students' answers to the relevant questions are 

presented in Table 3 below according to Stump's seven classifications. 
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Table 3. Mistakes and misconceptions about Slope from students' answers to the relevant questions. 

Meaning Mistakes  Concept Misconception  

Geometric 

meaning 

Description of horizontal length as 

slope without proportioning vertical 

length to horizontal length. 

 Finding the slope by proportioning the lengths of any 

given sides (regardless of whether they are vertical or 

horizontal), 

 To express the slope as "ratio of horizontal length to 

vertical length", 

 Expressing only the length of the perpendicular edge as a 

slope. 

Trigonometric 

meaning 

Explaining that the slope gets larger 

as the angle gets smaller 

•Expressing the given angle as a slope angle without paying 

attention to the position of the angle given in the triangle. 

•Describing the angle with the maximum extent as a slope 

angle, 

•Defining the slope angle of a line as the angle at which it 

made to the vertical. 

Real life status  Inability to sort fractions. 

 Sometimes taking the direction of 

the line into consideration but 

sometimes not. 

Considering when the direction of the line should not be 

taken into account (using expressions such as "the slope is 

negative because it is tilted to the left" in the explanations). 

Parametric 

coefficient 

Inability to determine the coefficient 

of variable "x" in the given line 

equation (algebraic error). 

 Ignoring the coefficients of variables, 

 Expressing that the constant term in the given equation is 

slope. 

Algebraic ratio 

and parametric 

coefficient 

Inability to determine a point in the 

coordinate plane 

Inability to express the equation of the line given the slope 

and a point it passes through. 

Geometric ratio 

and algebraic 

ratio 

Inability to comprehend the set of 

rational numbers. 

• Inability to find the slope of trues parallel to the axis 

(expressing y=4 correctly; "no slope" by ensuring its 

parallelism of this line to the "x" axis with the informal 

knowledge that "there is no slope", even though y=4 l line 

paints the correct one) 

•Taking a point such as A(x,y) as two points (x.0) and 

(0.y), 

•Inability to find the slope of the line with two points given 

Geometric ratio Lack of direction knowledge When you find the slope of the given line in the coordinate 

plane, don't take into account the direction of the line, just 

taking the points where the line cuts the axis into 

consideration. 

Physical meaning 

and real-life status 

Inability to express the solution in 

writing  

•Referring "If the slope is going uphill, the slope is large, if 

downhill, the slope is small", 

•Referring, “Being right-slanted requires having a large 

slope and being left-slanted requires a small slope." 

There are some examples of possible causes and data for mistakes that are given for each meaning in 

Table 3 below. 

The reason for the mistake for the "geometric meaning" of the slope may be because students are 

distracted when faced with multiple process stages within the same question, moving away from the 

question of what they are looking for. Students who made this mistake found the edge not given using 

Pythagorean relation in question 12 but could not find the slope. 

For example, the answer of S16 to the 12th question is shown in Figure 2. 

 

Figure 2. S16's answer to question 12 
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Although the error given for the meaning of "trigonometric" of the slope seems to be a misconception 

at first sight, as the students' solutions were correct, interviews were held with these students about 

their explanations and was found that they were all think in the right way but unable to express their 

opinions. Therefore, the situation under discussion was not considered a misconception, but as a 

mistake. 

There are the interview report with S63, one of the students who explained that "the slope grows as 

the angle shrinks", are given in Figure 2. 

 

Figure 2. Interview minutes with Ö63 

Although some of the students who made this mistake know the concept of "slope angle", it is seen 

that they use incorrect expressions (The smaller the angle, the greater the slope). Examples that can be 

given to this situation are the answers given by S82 in Figure 3 and Figure 4. 

 

Figure 3. S82's answer to question 13 

 

Figure 4. S82's answer to question 2 

The answer to the S27 for the mistake in the "real-life" situations of the slope is presented as a 

example in Figure 5. 

 

Figure 5. The answer of S27, which failed to sort fractions. 

As can be seen in Figure 4, the student found the slope correct, but was not able to sort the fractions. 
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Another mistake with real-life situations has sometimes emerged as sometimes taking the direction of 

line into account and sometimes not.  

For example, the answers, given by S116 from students who made mistake, are presented in Figure 6 

and Figure 7. 

Figure 6. S116's answer to question 3 

 

Figure 7. S116's answer to question 10 

In spite of stating that "I pass the coefficient of y other side to leave y alone, and the coefficient in 

front of x becomes the slope", the reason for the mistake made for the meaning of the "parametric 

coefficient" of the slope is the coefficient of the y variable is taken as a slope in the equation without 

any influence on the coefficient of the "x" variable when it passes the coefficient of the y variable to 

the opposite side of equality, not as a section. Examples of this situation are the answers given by S50 

in Figure 8 and Figure 9. 

 

Figure 8. S50's answer to question 4 
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Figure 9. S50's answer to question 9 

The answers of S84 are presented in Figure 10 and Figure 11 for the example of the mistake related to 

the meanings of the slope as "algebraic ratio and parametric coefficient". 

 

Figure 10. Answer of S84 to question 5  

 

Figure 11. Answer of S84 to the question 14  

The solution to question 8 of S54, who made mistake for misinterpreting the result of the operation 

even though s/he knows the way to resolve the mistake for the meaning of "geometric ratio” and 

"algebraic ratio" is presented in Figure 12. 

 

Figure 12. Answer of S54 to question 8 

The answer of S16 to the 11th question as an example of the mistake determined the meaning of the 

"geometric ratio" of the slope, is presented in Figure 13. 
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Figure 13. S16's answer to question 11 

The answer to the 11th question of S146, who solved the question but could not express the solution 

in writing, is presented in Figure 14 as an example of the mistake made for the meaning of the 

"physical meaning and real-life status" of the slope. 

 

 

Figure 14. S146's answer to question 15 

The answers of S37 to the 1st and 12th questions are given in Figure 15 and Figure 16. as an example 

of the misconception determined "geometric meaning" of the slope. 

 

Figure 2. S37's answer to question 1 

 

Figure 16. S37's answer to question 12 

The answers of S104 are presented in Figure 17 and Figure 18 as an example of the misconception 

determined for "trigonometric" meaning of the slope. 
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Figure 17. S104's answer to question 2 

 

Figure 3. S104's answer to question 13 

The answers given by S83 are presented in Figure 19 and Figure 20 as an example of the 

misconception determined for "real life" meaning of the slope. 

 

Figure 19. S83's answer to question 3 

 

Figure 20. S83's answer to question 10 

The answers of S63 are presented in Figure 21 and Figure 22 as examples of the misconception that 

determined as the "parametric coefficient" meaning of the slope. 

  

 

Figure 21. S63's answer to question 4 
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Figure 22. S63's answer to question 9 

In another example, the answer of S30 is presented in Figure 23 from the students who describe the 

line in the equation as a slope in finding the slope of the given line. 

 

Figure 23. S30's answer to question 4 

Examples of the misconception that the slope, determined for the "algebraic ratio and parametric 

coefficient" are presented in Figure 24 and Figure 25. 

 

Figure 4. S72's answer to question 5 

 

Figure 25. S72's answer to question 14 

The answers of S72 given as the examples of the misconception that the slope is determined for the 

"algebraic ratio and parametric coefficient" are presented in Figure 26. 

 

Figure 26. S1's answers to questions 7th and 8th 

The answer of S40, who found the slope of the line, with to two points given, incorrect, is presented in 

Figure 27. 
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Figure 27. S40's answer to question 8 

The answers of S36 as the examples of the misconception determined for the "geometric ratio" of the 

slope are presented in Figure 28 and Figure 29. 

 

Figure 28. S36's answer to question 6 

 

Figure 29. S36's answer to question 11 

The answers of S98 and S105 as examples of misconception, determined for "physical meaning and 

real-life status" of the slope, are presented in Figure 30 and Figure 31.  

 

Figure 30. S98's answer to question 15 
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Figure 31. S105's answer to question 15 

Findings Related to the Second Sub-Problem 

In this section, findings Related to the sub-problem "What are the mistakes and misconceptions 

according to Stump's Slope perception classification?" will be presented. 

The findings that the students explained the slope within the framework of the 7 areas Stump (1999) 

are presented in Table 3 below. 

Table 3. Findings of the students’ explaining the slope within the framework of the 7 areas Stump 

(1999)  

Question(s) Meaning Mistake Rate 

(%) 

Misconception 

Rate (%) 

Correct Rate 

(%) 

No solution 

Rate (%) 

1 and 12  Geometric meaning 11.5 12.1 67.3 9.1 

2 and 13 Trigonometric meaning 21.2 23.6 39.4 15.8 

3 and 10 Real life status 5.5 21.2 69.7 3.6 

4 and 9 Parametric coefficient 2.4 17.6 56.4 23.6 

5 and 14 Algebraic ratio and 

parametric coefficient 

3 13.9 26.1 57 

7 and 8 Geometric ratio and 

algebraic ratio 

15.2 39.4 21.8 23.6 

6 and 11 Geometric ratio 4.8 44.8 47.3 3 

15 Physical meaning and 

real-life status 

18.8 18.2 55.2 7.9 

As it is understood from the Table 3, 67.3% of the students gave correct answers for the geometric 

meaning of the slope. For the meaning of the trigonometric ratio of the slope, it is understood that 

39.4% of students gave correct answers, 21.2% incorrect, and 23.6% had misconceptions. For the 

real-life situation of the slope, it is observed that 69.7% of students gave the correct answer and 21.2 

% had misconceptions. For the parametric coefficient meaning of the slope, it is observed that 56.4% 

of students gave correct answers, 17.6% had misconceptions, and only 2.4% of students made 

mistakes. It is observed that 57% of students did not answer the questions related to the meaning of 

the algebraic ratio and parametric coefficient of the slope. It is observed that 39.4% of the students 

had various misconceptions for the meaning of geometric ratio and the algebraic ratio of the slope. 

For the geometric ratio meaning of the slope, it is observed that 47.3% of the students gave correct 

answers and 44.8% had misconceptions. It is understood that 55.2% of students found correct 

solutions for the physical meaning and real-life status of the slope, 18.8% made mistakes and 18.2 % 

had misconceptions. 

 
            DISCUSSION and CONCLUSION 

In this section, the analysis results of the findings are presented severely for each sub-problem. 

Results of the first sub-problem 

The results reached as a result of the analyses of the findings within the scope of the first sub-problem 

“Do the students make mistakes related to the slope? Do they have misconceptions?” are presented in 

this section. 
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As a result of the data analysis, it was concluded that the students made some mistakes about the slope 

and had misconceptions (Table 1, and Table 2). 

Results of the second sub-problem 

The results reached as a result of the analyses of the findings within the scope of the second sub-

problem "What are the mistakes and misconceptions according to Stump's Slope perception 

classification?” are presented below. 

As a result of the data analyses, it was found that, 

It is the “parametric coefficient” meaning of the slope in which the students made mistakes at the 

lowest rate [2,4% (Table 3], in addition, were not able to solve at the high rate [23,6% (Table 3)]. 

It is the “algebraic rate and parametric coefficient” meaning of the slope in which the students made 

mistakes at the low rate [3% (Table 3)], were not able to answer at the highest rate [57 % (Table 3)], 

and the correct answer rate was low [26,1 % (Table 3)].  

It is the “physical meaning and daily life” meaning of the slope that students made higher mistakes 

[18,8% (Table 3)], and the rate of correct answering was high [55,2% (Table 3)]. 

It is the “trigonometric” meaning of the slope in which the students made mistakes at the highest rate 

[21,2% (Table 3)], and gave a low rate of correct answers [39,4% (Table 3)]. 

It is the “real-life situations” meaning of the slope that the students made mistake at the low rate 

(5,5% (Table 3)), with the highest answering rate [69,7% (Table 3)], and left empty [3,6% (Table 3)] 

at the lowest rate. 

It was determined that the students had a different rate of misconceptions related to the “geometric 

meaning” and “geometric rate” of the slope (12,1% for the 1st and 12th questions; 44,8% for the 6th 

and 11th questions [Table 3)]. These results demonstrate similarity with the study by Clement (1985), 

Duncan and Chick (2013) suggesting that “Students who learn the slope at an operative level usually 

focus only on height and do not pay attention to the length of the horizontal.” Some students 

interpreted the situation as "there is no slope" when they obtained a line parallel to the horizontal axis. 

This result indicates that students have problems in transferring some of the information they have 

gained through experiences to the conceptual level. The information "There is no ramp on the straight 

road" was regarded as "There is no slope" by these students and this result is parallel with the result 

reached by Yenilmez and Yaşa (2008) as problems can be experienced while transferring informal 

information to the formal level may reveal misconceptions. 

It was determined that one-quarter of students had misconceptions related to the “trigonometric 

meaning” of the slope [23,6 % (Table 3)]. 

It was observed that more than one-fifth of students had misconceptions related to the “real-life 

situation” meaning of the slope (21,2% [Table 3)]. 

It was determined that approximately one-fifth of students had misconceptions related to the 

“parametric coefficient” meaning of the slope [17,6% (Table 3)]. This result is parallel with the result 

of the study by Barr (1981) as “Is the slope m or c in the equation y= mx + c?” 

It was also determined that few students [13,9% (Table 3)] had misconceptions related to the 

“algebraic rate and parametric coefficient” meaning of the slope. 

It was observed that more than one-third of students [39,4% (Table 3)] had misconceptions related to 

the “geometric rate and algebraic rate” meaning of the slope. This result shows similarity with the 

result reached by Crawford and Scott (2000) as “the students had difficulty in relating the informal 

and formal forms of the slope” and the result by Barr “Is the slope of the line whose two points are 

known division of the difference between "x" s by the difference of "y" or vice versa?” 

Approximately one-fifth of students [18,8% (Table 3)] had misconceptions related to the “physical 

meaning and real-life situation” meanings of the slope. 
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Suggestions 

As the results of the study, in which the mistakes and misconceptions of the students about the slope 

were investigated, are evaluated, the activities that can be applied in the classroom environment can 

be listed as follows in order to provide full learning about the slope.  

1) It can be noted first of all whether we have vertical and horizontal lengths to find the slope 

of the hypotenuse in a given triangle. 

2) Whether the slope question is given in the coordinate system or is it a real-life situation 

should be determined. 

3) If it is the real-life situation, it can be emphasized that the result cannot be negative, and the 

direction of the truth is not important.  

4) If the question is given in the coordinate plane, determining that it will be positive if it is 

leaning to the right, negative if it is leaning to the left by considering the direction of the line first and 

only lengths should be proportioned can be useful. 

5) In finding the slope of a line with giving equation, it can be stated that it is necessary to 

look first at whether y is alone. 

6) In a given direction (two unknowns), it can be stated that the term line in the equation does 

not affect the slope in any way. To do this, by changing the fixed term in the equation, a few lines can 

be drawn and shown that they are parallel, that is, their slopes are the same.  

7) By writing a question on the board, for example, "draw the truth through the (4,3) point in 

the coordinate system", and all students who volunteer are given the opportunity until the answer is 

given correctly as that the (4,3) point is only one point and an infinite number of different truths can 

pass through this point. 

8) To explain the straightness of the road as "slope is zero" rather than "there is no slope," 

draw a straight line (path) on the board and by asking questions in the form of "what do you think 

about the slope of this?’, the answers can be discussed in the classroom environment. 

9) Studies on how the study of the subject of education in out-of-school learning 

environments affects the conceptual learning level of the subject can be conducted. 

10) Studies on how students interpret the slope in solving mathematical problems can be 

conducted. 

11) Studies on what problems are encountered while transferring the images of slope acquired 

through experiences to the conceptual level can be conducted. 
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